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It’s widely known that Oregon’s Bottle Bill, often heralded as one of the nation’s most innovative 
environmental policy achievements, delivers outstanding outcomes for Oregonians. Our redemption rate 
leads the nation, we enjoy a major reduction in litter along our beaches, rivers, roadsides and special places, 
and our clean recyclable material facilitates high-quality domestic recycling outcomes. What is less known is 
that Oregon’s Bottle Bill created a unique industry-stewardship model, with the beverage industry actually 
serving as the operator of the system.

The beverage industry in Oregon is proud of the role it plays, helping provide the most convenient and 
successful container redemption system in the United States. We’re also proud of the partnerships we have 
formed at the community level, helping over 5,600 nonprofits across Oregon raise over $5 million each year 
through our BottleDrop Give program. The 2023 Annual Report is a testament to the beverage industry’s 
commitment as stewards of the program and OBRC’s efforts to go the extra mile to deliver results for the 
environment, consumers, local communities, grocery retail partners, and beverage distributor members.

The data in this report is impressive: Over 2 billion containers redeemed, $208.8 million paid out to 
Oregonians and nonprofits in container refunds, and a preliminary OBRC redemption rate of over 90%. 
But behind those staggering numbers is the heart of our system: The 520 employees across Oregon who 
demonstrate daily resilience, commitment, and drive to ensure that Oregon’s Bottle Bill remains a source  
of pride and inspiration for decades to come.

Celebrating Results

John Andersen 
Chief Executive Officer 
Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative
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For the second straight year, Oregonians redeemed and recycled over 2 billion 
containers through Oregon’s Bottle Bill and, for the first time since 2019, OBRC’s 
preliminary redemption rate crested 90%. That’s a direct result of the convenience 
provided through a statewide network of return options. Individuals and nonprofits 
received over $208 million in refunds in 2023, and Oregonians everywhere enjoyed 
the outstanding environmental and recycling outcomes the system helps deliver.

2023 by the Numbers

520 employees

347 co-op participants

 160.7 million pounds of materials processed  

116,055 new BottleDrop account sign-ups

27 full-service BottleDrop Redemption Centers (1 new)

99 bag drop locations

53,496 metric tons of CO2 equivalent emissions reduced 
– comparable to taking 11,358 passenger cars off the road*

90.5% redemption rate**

* By recycling containers through OBRC vs. sending beverage containers to landfills, as calculated  
by US EPA Waste Reduction Model

**Preliminary data. OBRC submits final data to OLCC in June of each year.

2.09 BILLION 
CONTAINERS 
RETURNED

12.05  
MILLION
GREEN AND BLUE  
BAGS PROCESSED
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58%
METAL

35%
PLASTIC

7%
GLASS

1.04 MILLION
TOTAL BOTTLEDROP 
ACCOUNTS 
A 12.5% increase from 2022



DELIVERING RESULTS FOR CONVENIENCE 
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2023 was a year of expansion for the BottleDrop network. Longtime access priorities were realized by 
bringing the BottleDrop network to Crook, Wasco, and Curry Counties for the first time, with new Green 
Bag drop locations deployed at Erickson’s Thriftway in Prineville, Fred Meyer in The Dalles, and Fred 
Meyer in Brookings. Yamhill County also received its first full-service BottleDrop Redemption Center in 
McMinnville, which opened in September. The BottleDrop network reached another milestone during 
2023, eclipsing 100 total Green and Blue Bag drop off locations across Oregon for the first time, before 
ending the year at 99 locations.

Growing the BottleDrop Network

“Consumer convenience helps 
achieve strong recycling 
performance, and I’m thrilled 
to see the bag program make 
its way to The Dalles, which 
will help Oregon’s container 
redemption system continue  
to lead in the nation.”

– State Representative Jeff Helfrich 

Left to right: Erickson’s Thriftway in Prineville, Fred Meyer in Brookings, the McMinnville Redemption Center and Fred Meyer in The Dalles

City Councilor Zack Geary drops off the inaugural Blue 
Bag at the McMinnville Redemption Center for the 
McMinnville Education Foundation.
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CONTAINER RETURNS BY LOCATION

Portland
Pendleton

Hermiston
Milton-Freewater

Ontario

Eugene

Salem

Albany
Corvallis

The Dalles

Dallas

Redmond
Sisters Prineville

Bend

La Pine

Roseburg

Newport

Lincoln City

Florence

North Bend/ 
Coos Bay
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Tillamook

Warrenton

St. Helens
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Ashland Klamath Falls

 99 Bag Drop Locations

 27 Full-Service Redemption Centers

 5 Processing Plants 

 1 Corporate Headquarters

Portland

Wilsonville

Clackamas

Gresham
Beaverton
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Oregon City
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BOTTLEDROP  

NETWORK

McMinnville



DELIVERING RESULTS FOR COMMUNITIES 

Creating Positive Change Across Oregon
The Bottle Bill has long united Oregonians who work together to dramatically reduce litter and greatly 
boost recycling outcomes. That means more recyclable containers are redeemed for high-quality 
domestic recycling. From the beginning, it has helped protect Oregon’s ocean, beaches, roadsides, 
and special places. Over the years, the Bottle Bill has also become a critical piece of the state’s social 
infrastructure, as Oregonians put container refunds to work supporting local nonprofits and community 
groups. OBRC is proud to partner with groups across Oregon to provide additional support through 
OBRC’s Containers for Change program, the OBRC Emergency Fund, and the BottleDrop Fund at the 
Oregon Community Foundation.

41 NONPROFITS RECEIVED 
FUNDING THROUGH 
CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

Ashland Community Composting, helping reduce 
food waste through composting efforts at Jackson 
County Schools.

Bonneville Environmental Foundation, supporting 
youth and communities by building clean energy 
skills through STEM education in Oregon schools.

CARTM, revitalizing the local Master Recycler 
course and empowering Tillamook County residents 
with knowledge of proper recycling practices.

Children’s Forest of Central Oregon, boosting 
access to the NatureHoods program, a free outdoor 
program for kindergarten – second grade students 
in Central Oregon.

Clatsop County Master Gardener Association, 
providing public education, outreach, and 
environmental conservation in Clatsop County.

Columbia Gorge Discovery Center, furthering the 
reach of education programs and enhancing the 
visitor experience in the Columbia Gorge.

Columbia Slough Watershed Council, enhancing 
access to outdoor spaces, providing environmental 
education and protecting North Portland’s  
natural areas.

Elakha Alliance, working to restore sea otter 
populations on the Oregon Coast.

Everyone Village, partnering with a safe rest 
village in Eugene to provide alternative container 
redemption and vocational rehabilitation services.

Oregon Bee Project, supporting pollinator research 
to enhance bee habitats in Oregon. 

Oregon Environmental Council, facilitating 
conversations in the Umatilla Basin to decrease 
contamination and enhance the quality of 
groundwater in the area.

Rimrock Recycling, helping boost recycling efforts  
in Harney County by supporting local volunteers.

12 nonprofits were awarded grants through the BottleDrop Fund at the Oregon Community Foundation. 

The BottleDrop Fund awards larger grants to support nonprofits working to build community, protect the environment and help vulnerable people. 
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Volunteers from Build Lebanon Trails, a 2023 
Containers for Change recipient



Oregonians Unite to Help “Sister State” Hawaii 
OBRC’s Emergency Fund helped raise $100,000 to support Maui wildfire relief in 2023
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In August 2023, the Hawaiian Island of Maui was devastated by wildfires, 
quickly spread by hurricane winds, that claimed more than 100 lives, 
destroyed property, and ravaged thousands of acres of natural areas. Having 
adopted the nation’s most recent Bottle Bill, Hawaii is a “sister state” to 
Oregon in employing a deposit return system to reduce litter and improve 
recycling outcomes.

As Oregonians sought ways to help those impacted by the nation’s deadliest 
wildfire in more than 100 years, OBRC announced that it would match 
donations up to $25,000 from its Emergency Fund to help support Maui 
United Way’s wildfire relief efforts. The cooperative encouraged Oregonians 
to make container donations at BottleDrop Redemption Centers and invited 
BottleDrop account holders – 1 million at the time – to make donations to the 
Maui United Way directly from their online accounts. 

The campaign generated $75,000 in customer donations in less than a month. 
That meant that $100,000 was sent to Maui United Way to help provide 
immediate support for families and local nonprofits offering disaster relief in 
the area. 

This wasn’t the first time OBRC and Oregonians returning their containers 
teamed up to help others in need. Originally launched in 2020, the OBRC 

 
 
Emergency Fund aims to help communities and neighbors during times 
of crisis, often through matching campaigns or calls to action that provide 
opportunities for BottleDrop account holders and Oregonians to leverage the 
full redemptive power of their containers.

The Emergency Fund was first activated at the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic and raised $200,000 for the Oregon Food Bank to help individuals 
and families experiencing food insecurity. The fund has also been activated 
to raise money for other important causes, such as supporting firefighters 
during devastating wildfires, funding warming and cooling shelters during 
extreme weather, and supporting humanitarian relief services being 
provided to Ukrainians through the Portland-based nonprofit Mercy Corps.
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• $75,000 + $25,000 match from the OBRC Emergency Fund

•  1,059 online donations, totaling $57,507
• Value of containers donated at Redemption Centers: $17,493

Aerial view of fire damage near Lahaina’s Central Coast (photo courtesy of the Hawaii 
Department of Land and Natural Resources)



DELIVERING RESULTS FOR NONPROFITS

Giving Back to Great Oregon Causes
When it comes to partnerships, OBRC is in good company. With well over 5,000 community 
nonprofits across the state raising funds through BottleDrop Give, OBRC helps support the efforts 
and causes that matter most to Oregonians. Be it the local parent-teacher association, animal rescue, 
town festival, food provider, environmental group, or youth or senior service provider, BottleDrop 
Give is part of the tightly knit community fabric that enriches lives and families across Oregon.

$5.47m 
raised for  
nonprofits in 2023

577,943  
Blue Bags processed 
An 8% increase from 2022

5,618 participating 
nonprofits across Oregon* 
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$1,161,445
RAISED THROUGH 
HIGH-VOLUME 
FUNDRAISERS

$4,306,672
RAISED THROUGH BLUE BAGS

*754 new groups signed up to raise funds through BottleDrop Give in 2023, but data was adjusted to remove duplicates from 
groups that raise funds through both the Blue Bag program and the high-volume plant fundraising program.
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 THE $2,000 CLUB
572 of the 5,618 Give nonprofits raised more 
than $2,000 in 2023 through BottleDrop Give



Container redemption is about more than just the dime. Oregon’s Bottle Bill boosts community organizations 
across the state, helps keep Oregon beautiful by reducing litter and waste, reaches new heights through 
creative partnerships and continues to improve through relentless innovation. 

Making Every Dime Count

BottleDrop account holders made 3,554 online 
donations, totaling $182,437, directly from their 
Green Bag accounts to support BottleDrop Give 
nonprofits in 2023.

A MILLION REASONS 
TO CELEBRATE COLLEGE 
SAVINGS
“This partnership is making a real 
difference in Oregon’s future. By 
breaking down barriers to education 
savings, BottleDrop and the Oregon 
College Savings Plan are contributing 
to new opportunities. As we celebrate 
more than $1 million that have made 
their way to college savings accounts 
through BottleDrop’s Green Bags, we 
imagine the limitless potential of 
Oregon’s kids and look forward to 
future milestones.”  

–  Tobias Read 
Oregon State Treasurer 

218,856 BottleDrop account holders  
took advantage of BottleDrop Plus in 2023, 
making their redemption dollars stretch farther 
by getting an extra 20% added to their funds 
to shop with in-store credit at participating 
retailers. That’s a 9.7% increase from 2022.

BottleDrop acct withdrawal amt: $17.90

             
        PLUS retailer bonus: $3.58

             
            T

otal ticket value: $21.48

In 2023, BottleDrop account holders transferred 
more than $472,972 to 4,528 Oregon College 
Savings Plan accounts. Oregon is the only place 
in the world where people can directly save for 
education through container redemption.

A growing number of 
account holders continued 
to download and use the 
BottleDrop mobile app, 
making accessing Green 
Bag accounts easier on the 
go. Since the mobile app 
launched in 2021, it has  
been downloaded over 
420,000 times.
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DELIVERING RESULTS FOR OREGONIANS 



Kylan Taylor, family and  
friends of Klamath Falls 
Found in Klamath Falls’ Moore Park

selected nonprofit: Tater Tots 
Pediatric Therapy

Anna Soderberg of Portland 
Found in Portland’s Mt. Tabor Park   

selected nonprofit: Hygiene4All

Scott Lanini of Salem  
Found in North Bend’s Simpson Park

selected nonprofit: Camp Odakoda

Crystal Roberts and family of Bend 
Found at Peter Skene Ogden State Scenic 
Viewpoint near Terrebonne

selected nonprofit:  
Juvenile Diabetes Research  
Foundation of Oregon and  
SW Washington

Helene Wren and family of Portland 
Found in Astoria’s Columbia Field Park

selected nonprofit: Rabbit Advocates

PORTLAND

NORTH BEND

KLAMATH FALLS

TERREBONNE

MILTON-FREEWATERASTORIA

In 2023, OBRC once again celebrated the Bottle Bill’s anniversary (52!) by engaging Oregonians in a statewide hunt for hidden 
commemorative bottles. Each lucky finder got to direct a $1,000 donation to the BottleDrop Give nonprofit of their choice.

An Annual Celebration of Oregon’s Bottle Bill 
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Cheri, Chelsea and Hailey  
Kendrick of Pendleton 
Found in Milton-Freewater’s  
Marie Dorion Park 

selected nonprofit:  
Pendleton Cultural Foundation

Repurposed from the BottleDrop  
Refillable bottle program, 2023’s 
bottles were designed in the spirit  
of the Oregon State flag. 



  

When Levi Roberts was just nine years old, he was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes (T1D). He 
spent four long days in the hospital, learning about and preparing for his big lifestyle changes 
ahead. Throughout the difficult days in St. Charles Hospital in Bend, one program in particular, 
the Child Life Specialists, brought cheer. On top of providing emotional support for the family, 

the caretakers also brought toys for Levi and other kids in the hospital system. 
These moments were small joys that made a huge impact.

After being discharged, Levi wanted to give back. So, he turned to his BottleDrop 
Green Bag account and his community connections. He partnered with Sarah Burke, 

a family friend and neighbor, to help gather as many bottles and cans as possible. 
By placing a sign in Sarah’s office inviting coworkers to bring in redeemable 

containers for charity, the Roberts began receiving bags filled with containers.

“A part of our healing process was thinking in the mindset of, ‘How can we help others who 
are also going through a hard time?’ It really shifts your perspective on what you’re going 

through, and it was also a way for us to grapple with and accept his diagnosis in a way,” 
said Levi’s mother, Crystal, as she recounted the transition for their family. “When 

you’re in despair, it feels really good when someone reaches out to help you, so we 
just wanted to pay that forward.”

Cut to the summer of 2023, Levi is now entering middle school. Adapted to his 
new lifestyle with T1D, Levi is also a young philanthropist and strong advocate 
for juvenile diabetes. With bottles and cans, Levi has raised over $650 for the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation of Oregon and Southwest Washington 
(JDRF), Toys for Tots, Child Life Specialists at St. Charles Hospital, and the 

Humane Society of the Ochocos through BottleDrop.

Serendipitously, Levi and his family also won the Zone 4 Hidden 
Bottle Hunt in July (learn more on page 10!) after participating 
each of the past three years. Without hesitation, they directed 
their $1,000 prize donation to JDRF. Levi’s unique BottleDrop 
fundraising efforts show what’s possible when Oregonians put the 
BottleDrop network to work and help enrich their communities.

Watch Levi’s 
BottleDrop story
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Never Too Young to Make an Impact

Levi receives treatment for his  
Type 1 Diabetes diagnosis at  
St. Charles Hospital in Bend.

DELIVERING RESULTS FOR FAMILIES 
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Oregonians who redeem their containers responsibly get to enjoy the system’s strong 
environmental and recycling outcomes at almost no cost – and at no taxpayer expense.  
That’s because Oregon’s Bottle Bill is an advanced form of Extended Producer Responsibility, 
where OBRC serves as the operational steward on behalf of the beverage industry and 
invests the value of unclaimed refunds directly into the operation and expansion of the 
network. Additionally, beverage distributors make significant financial contributions to cover 
the remaining costs of the program. 

 2023 Annual Budget1,2

2%
Stewardship  

Initiatives

21%
Retail Services &  

Transportation

$21.8 million 
Value of non-refunded  

deposits

90.5%

= 
$208.8 million 

in refunds paid  
to consumers

Redemption 
 Rate2 

* Additional funds in the operating budget 
come from fees paid by OBRC members, 
retailers and other system revenues.

The entire value  
of unclaimed 
refunds is fully 
invested in the 
operation of the 
redemption  
system.*

Big Returns. Zero Tax Dollars.

14%
Accounting, 

Administration  
& Compliance

16%
Material Processing 
at Statewide Plants

41%
BottleDrop Centers  
& Green Bag Program

5%
BottleDrop Express  
& Transportation

1%
BottleDrop Refillables

$60.23M

1Pie chart percentages and data reviewed by the Oregon Liquor and Cannabis Commission (OLCC).

2 Budget and redemption data for 2023 in this report is preliminary. OBRC is committed to accurate and transparent 
accounting and files an official report with the OLCC as required by Oregon’s Bottle Bill in June of each calendar year. 
OBRC does not include the value of scrap material sold in its operating budget. 
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DELIVERING RESULTS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Access + Efficiency = Outcomes
The past year was one of milestones for OBRC, especially when it came to recycling outcomes. 

For starters, in August the number of Green Bag account holders hit and then surpassed 1 million. 
That’s not only a big feat, but a testament to the popularity, convenience and accessibility the Green 
Bag program offers. With around 100 (and growing) Green and Blue Bag drop locations around the 
state, it’s more convenient than ever for Oregonians to return beverage containers and receive their 
refunds. BottleDrop account holders dropped off a record 12.05 million bags in 2023.

Perhaps even more impressive, the Container Recycling Institute, the nation’s leading nonpartisan 
national beverage container recycling think tank, announced in August that, for the second straight 
year, Oregon had the highest redemption rate in the United States.

Oregon’s redemption rate crested 85.5% in 2022, with the  
next closest state, Maine, coming in at 78%. That trend 
continues in the 2023 data, with OBRC’s preliminary 
redemption rate coming in at a staggering 90.5%. Nationally, 
the average recycling rate for beverage containers is only  
35%, which shows the dramatic increase in performance  
made possible through deposit return systems. But we  
know there’s more to it than that. 

Not only does Oregon’s nationally recognized system get results, but it remains extremely popular 
with consumers. A recent statewide survey conducted by DHM Research shows that 86% of 
Oregonians are familiar with the Bottle Bill, and 94% of them agree that it’s good for Oregon. 

In 1971, the Oregon Legislature created an industry-responsibility model while launching Oregon’s 
Bottle Bill, entrusting the beverage industry with the stewardship responsibility to create and 
operate the redemption program. With decades of experience refining the system over time, the 
beverage industry has created the most convenient redemption options for consumers anywhere in 
the United States, the most efficient program for industry, and continues to achieve nation-leading 
recycling results. OBRC is proud to serve Oregonians across the state, as well as our beverage 
distributor and grocery retailer members and participants. 

With around 100 (and growing) Green and Blue Bag drop 
locations around the state, it’s more convenient than ever  
for Oregonians to return beverage containers and receive  
their refunds. 

The number of Green Bag account holders surpassed  
1 million in 2023. 

Oregon’s recycling rate  
for beverage containers is  
2.5 times national average.



An Unrelenting Focus on Quality 
Separating Truth from Noise about Beverage Container Recycling in Oregon

When it comes to contemporary conversations about consumer recycling, 
skepticism often prevails. It’s no wonder, with recent media stories 
chronicling instances of recyclable material being shipped overseas and 
ultimately finding its way into the ocean or material being collected curbside 
as “recycling” but ultimately being sent to a landfill instead. 

Too often, that leaves consumers frustrated and confused. Fortunately, 
thanks to beverage industry stewardship in Oregon, when it comes to 
beverage containers collected and redeemed through the Bottle Bill, 
Oregonians can have confidence that their material is being recycled 
domestically and maintains its Grade-A quality throughout the process.

It’s no secret in recycling policy circles 
that Bottle Bills dramatically increase 
the amount of material that makes 
its way back for recycling. According 
to the recent “50 States of Recycling” 
report, 9 of the 10 states with the best 
recycling rates all have one thing in 
common: They’ve adopted Oregon-style 
redemption programs for beverage 
containers. What is less known is that these systems also protect the quality 
of the material more than other recycling streams, producing much better 
recycling outcomes.

In Oregon, all material collected through OBRC’s statewide network is 
recycled in the United States. Plastic containers go to a recycling facility 
in St. Helens, glass goes to bottle manufacturing facilities in the West, and 
aluminum is shipped by rail to recycling facilities in the Midwest and the 
South, which are home to aluminum smelters and can manufacturers. 

With Oregon’s pioneering Bottle Bill leading the way, Bottle Bill states 
account for 47% of all packaging recycled, despite only comprising 27% of the 
U.S. population. Not only does that mean less litter and vastly more material 
recovered, but it facilitates more circular outcomes, with 34% of material 
recycled into a new version of the same product, versus only 7% “closed-
loop” recycling occurring in states without these programs.

Get more back. Keep it clean. Process it close to home. Give it another life. 
That’s the Oregon way.
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Access + Efficiency = Outcomes

Glass, plastic and aluminum beverage containers enter an OBRC Material Separation Unit.

9 of the 10 states with the 
best recycling rates all 

have one thing in common: 
They’ve adopted Oregon-style 

redemption programs for 
beverage containers.



LEARN MORE

EMAIL 
PR@obrc.com

WEBSITES  

OBRC.com 
BottleDrop.com


