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Celebrating Gold

Oregon’s first-in-the-nation Bottle Bill celebrated its 50th
Anniversary in 2021. From the beginning, the Oregon system
was unique in that it called on the beverage industry to serve
as both operator and steward of the redemption program.
Now some 50 years later, it continues to deliver some of the
best recycling outcomes in the nation — and the world.

For the past three decades, I've served in many capacities related to our stewardship and
operational programs, the past 15 years as OBRC’s President. |I've seen the Bottle Bill grow
and evolve, both in the range of containers it includes and in convenience for Oregonians
returning and redeeming those containers. It has been a profound honor to work in an
institution that so embodies Oregon’s values and innovative nature.

Last fall | announced that 2022 will be my final year serving as the President of OBRC. I'm
thrilled that the OBRC Board has selected Jules Bailey, our current Executive Vice President,
to serve as OBRC’s next President, beginning in 2023. Jules brings the creativity, innovation,
and administrative acumen necessary to continue achieving the environmental and recycling
outcomes we enjoy.

The Bottle Bill unites Oregonians, with public policy, industry, and consumers all working
toward a common goal. We're proud of what we’ve accomplished here together, and we’re
well-poised to build on this progress over the next 50 years.

John Andersen
President and CEO

11



2021 BY THE NUMBERS

Counted On by Oregonians

At its core, Oregon’s Bottle Bill is surprisingly straightforward: Consumers who return
qualifying OR 10-cent beverage containers get a dime back for each one. Those dimes
add up, with nearly 2 billion containers redeemed through OBRC in 2021, representing
$199.3 million in total refunds paid to Oregonians.

502 employees
262 co-op participants
. iLlli ounds of materials processed
169.3 million; 0
new BottleDrop account sign-ups
174,051
full-service BottleDrop Redemption Centers
25
83 bag drop locations (13 new])

48,714 metric tons of CO2 equivalent emissions reduced -
- comparable to taking 10,594 passenger cars off the road*

*by recycling containers through OBRC vs. sending them to landfills, as calculated by US EPA
Waste Reduction Model
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MANY INNOVATIVE RETURNS

QUALITY | EFFICIENCY | INNOVATION

The True Power of a Dime

The simple math doesn’t tell the whole story. For 50 years, Oregon’s Bottle Bill has dramatically
reduced litter and improved Oregon’s environment. In addition, through OBRC’s innovation and

partnerships, Oregonians get even more from their Bottle Bill.

BottleDropr

Through OBRC'’s partnership with
the Northwest Grocery Association,
158,925 BottleDrop account holders

got an extra 20% bonus in 2021 when
using funds from their containers
at participating retail stores.

That’s a 31% increase from 2020.

Nonprofits across Oregon super-
charge their fundraising efforts
through BottleDrop Give, collectively
raising over $5 million in 2021
with bottles and cans.

BottleDrop

VOB 0.

OBRC unveiled major improvements
to the BottleDrop mobile app in 2021.
Customers can now access a digital
account card, view detailed account
and bag processing activity, search for
locations to make returns, and update
account information.

Green and Blue Bags used in our
bulk recycling program are sent back
to the manufacturer - located right
here in the U.S. - to be recycled into
new bags again.

Thousands of Oregon families
use funds from their containers to
save for education by linking their

BottleDrop accounts with their

Oregon College Savings Plans.

OBRC'’s Refillables program
remains the only statewide
program of its kind, and now
includes nine partners and
104 beverage options.



All containers returned
through OBRC remain
Grade-A materials throughout
the redemption process,
often being recycled back
into bottles and cans again,
in a circular economy.

All materials returned
to OBRC are recycled in
the U.S.-many of them
right here in Oregon.
Nothing is sent overseas.
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MANY EXPANSIVE RETURNS

INCREASING ACCESS TO BOTTLEDROP

. It's been a long-time priority
Expandlng 'A'cross Oregon to improve the experience and
efficiency of recycling efforts in
our community. Prior to getting a

BottleDrop, people were avoiding
the can returns. Since August, when

The BottleDrop network continued to expand access across Oregon in 2021. In addition
to a number of new bag drop locations in the Portland area, we added new bag drop
locations along the coast in Florence, Warrenton, and Tillamook and purchased property

in Coos Bay, which will become a full-service Redemption Center. Yamhill County also got our new BottleDrop opened, the
its first bag drop location in Newberg. And we got creative with our retail partners to open entire North Coast region received a
new BottleDrop Express facilities within the existing Redemption Center convenience safer, more enjoyable - and thereby
zones in Medford, Beaverton, Salem, and Bend, providing additional options and capacity more utilized - and efficient bottle
in those areas. return process. The only nuisance
is the calls | get from jealous peers
75.3% 81_40/0 in other parts of the county who

want their own BottleDrop.

The percentage of containers returned through

- 2021 - Henry Balensifer
the BottleD twork has b limb
e BottleDrop network has been climbing 63.5% 2020 Mayor of Warrenton

steadily, with the remaining balance being 61%

returned through retail stores.

Pictured above: Ribbon cuttings at three of the 13 new bag drop locations opened in 2021 (from left to right: Newberg, Florence, and Warrenton).
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MANY IMPACTFUL RETURNS

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Stepping Up to Help Oregon

Preventing litter and supporting strong recycling outcomes are the backbone of the

Bottle Bill. But supporting families and communities across Oregon are at its heart. OBRC
is constantly working to build creative opportunities to engage its BottleDrop account
holders and leverage its statewide network to support the work of nonprofits, help Oregon
families succeed, and boost the efforts of organizations responding to emergent needs
when they happen.

This donation will allow us to expand the area of public land that we maintain, give us
the opportunity to do more cleanups, and purchase new tools that will help make our
cleanups easier, safer, and more efficient.

- Steve Allaway

President of Friends of Fall Creek Watershed
Funds Recipient, Containers for Change
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64 nonprofits received funding
through Containers for Change.

OBRC launched Containers for Change
in 2021 to direct funds from containers
donated through Green Bags to
organizations operating in the spirit

of the Bottle Bill.

$28,000 donated to warming

shelters throughout the state via
the OBRC Emergency Fund.
OBRC engaged the Emergency Fund twice

in 2021 to provide immediate support
during extreme weather.

From left to right: A volunteer with Friends of Fall Creek collecting litter in the Fall Creek Watershed, located southeast of Eugene; Friends of Corvallis Parks
and Recreation’s Youth Volunteer Corps complete year-round service projects in their community; Volunteers with Friends of the Owyhee clean litter off
roadways in the Owyhee Canyonlands.



1 2 nonprofits were awarded grants through the BottleDrop Fund
at the Oregon Community Foundation in 2021.

The BottleDrop Fund awards larger grants to support nonprofits working to build
community, protect the environment, and help vulnerable people.

Oregon Community Foundation BottleDrop Fund 2021 Recipients:

AdoptOneBlock, supporting volunteers  Partners for Sustainable Schools,

who collect litter on over 6,800 city
blocks in Portland

American Leadership Forum, to
help a community leadership cohort
in Northeast and Southeast Oregon

Artula Institute in Bandon, using art
to fight litter and waste

Children’s Forest of Central Oregon,
supporting environmental education
for K-8th grade students

Ecotrust, assisting the Green
Workforce Academy in Portland

Lomakatsi Restoration Project in
Ashland, engaging youth in hands-on
restoration projects

providing environmental education
in Eugene

Repair PDX, offering skills-based
education for homeless youth

Sparrow Furniture in Salem, aiding
a refurbishment apprentice program
for refugees

Talent Maker City, supporting skill
building in fire-ravaged areas of
southern Oregon

Trash for Peace, providing container
redemption services for canners and
gleaners in Portland

Wild Diversity, providing outdoor
experiences and education for BIPOC
and LGBTQ youth in Portland

Collecting Their
Way to College

The Branam family is proving the power of
recycling and community. Ceci, 10, and ELli, 6,
are siblings who organized their neighbors

and extended family in a coordinated effort

to save for college. In 2021 alone they saved
$2,300 by collecting containers and linking their
BottleDrop accounts to their Oregon College
Savings Plan accounts.

“It's been amazing to see the progress that
comes from just one year of hard work,” Ceci
said. “It makes Eli and me even more excited
about studying hard and going to college!”




MANY COMMUNITY RETURNS

00 BottleDropr
Give

DOING TWICE THE GOOD

Making a Real Difference

The BottleDrop Give program provides a powerful, evergreen fundraising opportunity for Oregon
nonprofits. Through Blue Bags and high-volume container donations, the Give program saw huge
growth in 2021 as Oregonians continued to use their containers to serve their neighbors.

$5.1 million ==,

raised for nonprofits in 2021

914,10

nonprofits throughout Oregon
4,733 participated in BottleDrop Give

an 18.3% increase from 2020

Blue Bags processed
a 49% increase from 2020

BottleDrop Give has experienced
tremendous growth. In just the past
five years, nonprofits have raised
over $13.5 million, and over

$17.2 million since the $3.4m
program began.

$5.1m

$2.1m

$1.7m

$1.2m M
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51 6 of the 4,733

Give nonprofits raised :
over $2,000 in 2021 _ prseri | o
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BOTTLE BILL GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
Cheers to 50 Years!

Celebrating the Bottle Bill's 50th Anniversary was a 2021 highlight. OBRC marked the
occasion by sponsoring an exhibit at the Oregon Historical Society and joining the
museum for a panel discussion. We also launched a statewide Hidden Bottle Hunt,
engaging thousands of Oregonians in a fun outdoor activity, cracking clues to locate six
commemorative bottles hidden in some of the special places the Bottle Bill helps protect.
And finally, we produced a video featuring people across the state wishing the Bottle Bill
a happy birthday by making music with bottles and cans.

OF ORggop's BOTTLERH
L ] ——

K
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dd Fifty years after its passage, the Bottle Bill remains an integral part of Oregon’s DNA. The Oregon
Historical Society was delighted to partner with OBRC to create a traveling exhibit that commemorates this
landmark legislation and reminds Oregonians that one individual with an innovative idea can truly change

history for the better. P P

- Kerry Tymchuk, Director of the Oregon Historical Society
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Each winner of the Hidden Bottle Hunt got
to direct a $500 donation to the BottleDrop
Give nonprofit of their choice.

~ 7d B
Adair Fernee, Portland Erin Pryor, Bend
Selected nonprofit: Street Roots Selected nonprofit: Street Dog Hero
Liam, Trisha and Ted NS
Rutherford, Stayton . AL Jared and Kristen Howell,
Selected nonprofit: Stayton Young Life S
Prairie City
=Y Selected nonprofit:
Hope4Paws of Grant County
TOLEDO
BEND ONTARIO
Samantha Fieber, Toledo MEDEORD —
Selected nonprofits: Toledo Caitlin Fernandgz, Medford )
Food Share Pantry and Toledo Selected nonprofit: Cer_wtra_l Point Elementary
Jr-Sr High School Music Parent Teacher Organization

dd On its 50th Anniversary, the Bottle Bill continues to be one of the greatest legislative achievements in Oregon
history. I've seen it from every angle: as a child watching my father passionately advocate for its passage, as a
legislator myself working to expand its scope, and as a grandmother watching the impact it continues to have

helping keep Oregon beautiful. PP

- Former State Rep. Vicki Berger
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MANY EFFICIENT RETURNS

//f7 Oregonians who redeem their containers responsibly get to enjoy the

. system’s strong environmental and recycling outcomes at almost no
cost—and at no taxpayer expense. That's because Oregon’s Bottle Bill
is an advanced form of Extended Producer Responsibility, where OBRC
serves as the statewide not-for-profit operational steward on behalf of
the beverage industry, and we invest the value of unclaimed refunds
directly into the operation and expansion of the network. Additionally,
beverage distributors make significant financial contributions to cover
the remaining costs of the program.

83.9%

Redemption
Rate’

i 2021 Annual Budget'’
$199.3 million

in refunds paid
to consumers

——43%

BottleDrop Centers

12%

The entire value

Accounting, & Green Bag Program
of unclaimed Administration
- refunds is fully & Compliance $51.9M
$38.2 million invested in the L%
Value of non-refunded operation of 2% 0
deposits th d ti A BottleDrop Ex_press
e redemption Stewardship & Transportation

— — system.* Initiatives

21% 17% 1% _
*Additional funds in the operating budget come from fees paid Retail Services & Material P /0 BottleDrop Refillables
by OBRC members, retailers and other system revenues. Transportation af sigfewi?ec%ﬁ:lg

"Pie chart percentages and data reviewed by the Oregon Liquor and Cannabis Commission (OLCC).

2Budget and redemption data for 2021 in this report is preliminary. 0BRC is committed to accurate and transparent accounting and files an official report with
the OLCC as required by Oregon’s Bottle Bill in June of each calendar year. 0BRC does not include the value of scrap material sold in its operating budget.



GOALS FOR 2022

Looking Ahead
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At OBRC, our mission is clear and our aspirations are always high. This will be another year of growth, increased access, and

improved technology. Our goals include:

Continue to improve the BottleDrop App to enhance the
consumer experience, make access to account funds easier
than ever, and continue to provide detailed accounting.

Inspire change beyond our borders by continuing to share
Oregon’s success story with governing bodies across the
country (and around the world), and participate in pilot
projects like our BottleBank partnership in San Francisco.

Commence operations at our newest Redemption Center
in Coos Bay, which will give South Coast residents access
to the BottleDrop network.

Open the Glisan 2.0 facility in NE Portland and move our
existing Glisan Redemption Center to this new, state-of-the-
art facility nearby, where we will deploy new technology that
will reduce lines and improve the customer experience.

Expand community partnerships that provide new
redemption access for people who redeem containers on a
daily (or near-daily) basis.

Use Cleaner R-99 fuel in OBRC’s route operations to
reduce emissions.

Expand the BottleDrop network in communities across
Oregon by providing new bag drop locations in partnership
with retailers.

Continue to serve as a major statewide employer, providing
a range of career opportunities supporting the success of
Oregon’s Bottle Bill.

Build on our success of ensuring that containers remain
food-grade materials for high-quality domestic recycling,
closing the bottle-to-bottle and can-to-can loop as tightly as
possible.

Build on the success of BottleDrop Refillables by assisting
brands and beverage types interested in the program and
exploring the possibility of launching a refillable wine bottle
partnership.

Serve as a critical supporter of communities across Oregon
through continued growth in BottleDrop Give, the OBRC
Containers for Change program and Emergency Fund, and the
BottleDrop Fund at the Oregon Community Foundation.
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Oregonians can be proud of their Bottle Bill and what it does for the environment, for our community,
and for our economy. And the Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative is proud to serve as the industry
steward and operator of the Bottle Bill, providing a system that processes every container returned for
the highest-quality recycling right here in Oregon and the United States. Whether you redeem containers
to help make ends meet, collect containers for your favorite nonprofit, return your containers to help save
for college, or care about materials being recycled back into high-quality products, by recycling through
the BottleDrop network, you are making a big difference in your state.

LEARN MORE

Eric Chambers
Director of External Relations
PR@obrc.com

OBRC.com | BottleDropCenters.com
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